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Burkina Faso 

Incidence and Nature of Child Labor 

An estimated 66.3 percent of children ages 10 to 14 were counted as working in Burkina Faso in 1998.  
Approximately 65.3 percent of all boys 10 to 14 were working compared to 67.5 percent of girls in the 
same age group.

748
  Most working children are found in agriculture, gold washing and mining, and 

informal sector activities.  Many girls are found working as vendors and in domestic service, and some 
children are reported to work as domestic servants for no pay.

749
  Children also work in small, family-

owned businesses, and as apprentices.
750

  Child labor is one of many problems associated with poverty.  In 
1998, the most recent year for which data are available, 44.9 percent of the population in Burkina Faso 
were living on less than USD 1 a day.

751
 

 
Burkina Faso is a source, transit, and destination country for trafficked children.

752
  Studies indicate that a 

significant proportion of trafficking activity is internal.
753

  Children are trafficked to work in domestic 
service, street vending, and agriculture, and to be exploited in prostitution.

754
  Boys are trafficked within 

Burkina Faso for agricultural labor, domestic service, metal working, wood working, and mining.  
Trafficked children are often subject to violence, sexual abuse, and forced prostitution, and lack access to 
food, shelter, education, and medical care.

755
  Burkina Faso also receives children trafficked from Benin, 

Mali, and Togo, and the country serves as transit point for children trafficked from Mali to Côte d’Ivoire.
756

  
Children from Burkina Faso are trafficked into Côte d’Ivoire to work on cocoa plantations and also to 
Benin, Ghana, Mali, and Nigeria.

757
  However, the number of Burkinabe children trafficked into Côte 

d’Ivoire has reportedly declined since the closing of the border between the two countries following the 
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September 2002 rebellion in Côte d’Ivoire, with many children going instead to Benin or to Mali to work 
on rice plantations or study in Islamic schools.

758
 

 
The Education Act makes schooling compulsory from age 6 to 16.

759
  By law, education is also free, but the 

government does not have adequate resources to provide universal free primary education.  Children are 
required to pay for school supplies, and communities are frequently responsible for constructing primary 
school buildings and teachers’ housing.  Children from poor families can continue to receive tuition-free 
education through junior high and high school, if their grades qualify.

760
  In 2002, the gross primary 

enrollment rate was 46 percent, and the net primary enrollment rate was 36 percent.
761

  Gross and net 
enrollment ratios are based on the number of students formally registered in primary school and therefore 
do not necessarily reflect actual school attendance.  In 1998, 26.5 percent of children ages 6 to 14 years 
were attending school.

762
  As of 2001, 66 percent of children who started primary school were likely to 

reach grade 5.
763

   
 

Child Labor Laws and Enforcement 

The Labor Code sets the minimum age for employment at 15 years of age and prohibits children under 18 
from working at night.

764
  The Labor Code also outlines and prohibits the worst forms of child labor for 

children under 18.  Its definition of the worst forms of child labor follows ILO Convention No. 182.  A 
decree adopted under Article 147 of the Labor Code lists the types of businesses in which children under 
18 years of age may not work.

765
  Under the Labor Code, children and adolescents under 20 years may not 

undertake work that threatens their reproductive capability.
766

  Slavery and slavery-like practices; 
inhumane and cruel treatment; and physical or emotional abuse of children are forbidden by the 
Constitution.

767
  The Labor Code also prohibits forced and compulsory labor.

768
  The minimum age for 

voluntary recruitment into the military is 20 years.
769

  Since 1999, the Government of Burkina Faso has 
submitted to the ILO a list or an equivalent document identifying the types of work that it has determined 
are harmful to the health, safety or morals of children under Convention 182 or Convention 138.

770
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Child trafficking for economic or sexual exploitation; illegal adoption; early or forced marriage; or any 
other purpose that is harmful to a child’s health, well-being, or physical or mental development, is 
proscribed by law.  Anyone who engages in child trafficking, or who is aware of a child trafficking case 
and does not report it, is subject to 1 to 5 years of imprisonment and a fine of 300,000 CFA francs to 
1,500,000 CFA francs (USD 553.57 to USD 2,767.86).  The penalty is increased to 5 to 10 years of 
imprisonment if the child is under 15 years, or if the act was committed using fraud or violence.  The 
perpetrator is subject to a life sentence if the victim dies or is permanently disabled, or if the purpose of 
the trafficking was for the removal of organs.

771
  However, reports indicate that the law has not been 

applied.  In 2004, 41 child traffickers were arrested, of which 16 were convicted.
772

  Also, kidnapping and 
violence toward children is prohibited by the Penal Code.

773
  The Penal Code forbids direct and indirect 

involvement in the prostitution of persons, and explicitly prohibits the prostitution of persons less than 18 
years of age.  Violations are punishable by 2 to 5 years of imprisonment and a fine of 2,000,000 CFA francs 
to 25,000,000 CFA francs (USD 3,690.49 to USD 46,131.10).

774
  Contributing to the corruption or debauchery 

of a minor is also illegal and is subject to the same penalties.
775

  Penalties specified for these crimes apply 
regardless of the country in which the offenses are committed.

776
   

 
The Ministry of Social Affairs and the Ministry of Labor’s Directorate of Labor Health and Security, Child 
Labor, and Trafficking Division are responsible for enforcing child labor laws, but, according to the U.S. 
Department of State, they lack the means to do so adequately.  Violations of minimum age and forced 
labor laws are subject to fines of 50,000 CFA francs to 300,000 CFA francs (USD 92.26 to USD 553.57) and 
imprisonment of 1 month to 3 years, and violations of laws prohibiting the worst forms of child labor are 
governed by the penalties set forth by the child trafficking legislation.

777
  The national police, gendarmes, 

customs service, and labor inspectors share responsibility for investigating child labor violations.
778

  In late 
2004, a law was passed to establish juvenile courts to address child rights issues.

779
  Due to resource 

constraints, the government provides minimal support to Burkinabe trafficking victims, and deports 
foreign victims.

780
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Current Government Policies and Programs to Eliminate the Worst Forms of Child 
Labor 

The Government of Burkina Faso participates in a regional 
USDOL-funded ILO-IPEC project to combat the trafficking of 
children for exploitative labor in West and Central Africa.

781
  

The government also takes part in a USD 3 million USDOL-
funded education initiative to promote education for victims 
of child trafficking and children at risk of being trafficked,

782
 

and a USD 3 million regional USDOL-funded ILO-IPEC 
project to combat child labor in small-scale gold mining.

783
  

The U.S. Department of State is funding an ILO-IPEC project 
in Burkina Faso to provide socioeconomic rehabilitation to 70 
trafficked children.  The Government of Burkina Faso is also 
participating in an ILO-IPEC project funded by France to combat child labor in Francophone Africa,

784
 as 

well as one funded by Denmark to combat trafficking in children for labor exploitation in Benin, Ghana, 
and Burkina Faso.

785
  In addition, the government is collaborating with ILO-IPEC to conduct a survey of 

child labor in the country.
786

   
 
The government works to raise awareness among children and parents about the dangers of child 
trafficking.

787
  With funding from UNICEF, the government produced a TV and radio series on child labor 

and child trafficking.
788

  There is one reintegration center in the capital for at risk children, and the 
government has collaborated with UNICEF to establish 19 transit centers throughout the country for 
trafficked children.  The government also cooperates with NGOs and international organizations to 
reintegrate child trafficking victims.

789
  The government supports Vigilance and Surveillance Committees 

throughout the country and has trained them on how to identify and assist trafficking victims.  As a result 
of the bilateral agreement Burkina Faso signed with Mali in 2004 to combat cross-border child trafficking, 
20 trafficked children were repatriated.

790
  In July 2005, Burkina Faso was one of 9 countries to sign a 

multilateral cooperative agreement to combat child trafficking in West Africa.
791
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Selected Child Labor Measures Adopted by 
Governments 

Ratified Convention 138       2/11/1999  

Ratified Convention 182       7/25/2001  

ILO-IPEC Member   

National Plan for Children  

National Child Labor Action Plan  

Sector Action Plan   
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The Government of Burkina Faso is implementing a 10-Year Basic Education Development Plan (2001-
2010) as part of its Poverty Reduction Strategy supported by the World Bank.

792
  The plan focuses on 

improving primary school enrollment and attendance as well as literacy rates.
793

  The World Bank is 
supporting the plan through a project that focuses on improving access to and quality of basic education, 
and improving management and capacity within the Ministry of Education.

794
  The government is also 

working in partnership with the Millennium Challenge Corporation to improve girls’ primary education 
completion rates in the 10 provinces with the lowest completion rates.

795
  At a regional conference in 

Ethiopia in September 2005, the government pledged to place a high priority on education in rural areas 
when working to meet their poverty eradication targets.

796
 

 
UNICEF also works with the government to construct satellite schools in an effort to improve access to 
basic education.

797
  The government promotes primary education for girls by implementing school feeding 

programs and information campaigns to change attitudes about sending girls to school.  It also encourages 
scholarships from donors.

798
  In addition, the Government of Burkina Faso is utilizing USD 12.1 million 

provided by the U.S. government to improve girls schooling, including building wells, latrines, and 
community nurseries in schools.
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